Utilizing trauma admissions as an opportunity to identify developmental and behavioral concerns.
Developmental and behavioral problems are often underdiagnosed in the pediatric population, and are risk factors for injury from trauma. Early intervention for these concerns yields improved outcomes. No prior research has screened for these difficulties during pediatric trauma admissions. The current study utilized "The Survey of Wellbeing of Young Children" (SWYC) to assess for possible areas of concern by parent report. Concerns were compared to the presence of screening documented in their pediatrician's last well-child visit note. Of the 27 participants, 59.3% had developmental, behavioral, parental, or familial concerns. Overall, 46.2% of pediatricians had formally screened for concerns at the child's last well child visit, resulting in 25.9% being identified with new concerns found on the SWYC. Pediatric trauma admissions provide an important opportunity to screen for behavioral and developmental concerns in a population that is at risk for these concerns and that could greatly benefit from having problems identified.